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On the otlher hand a considerable number of correspolndents
do not believe in its efficacy for the purpose.

PROGUESS F1ROM MODERATION TO ExCESS.
A question whicll is one of the most important in consider-

ing the justice or the advisability of introducing repressive
measures, namely, that as to whether many mien pass on from
taking opium-in moderation to taking it in excess, lhas not
been very fully answvered; but so far as wve lhave gone in our
analysis, we lhave found no assertion to-at suchi is the case,
althouglh it is statedI that the dose is oftein increased by long
indulgence. The normal course of events seems to lie that it
is commenced in small doses, and then gradually increased
until the full dose is arrived at, wlhiel is then maintained
without change for a loiig time. In viewr of tlle assertion so
commonly made in regard to alcolhol that moderate drlinking
leads to drunkenness,,it is interesting to observe the absence
of any suclh opinion amolong those wlho know regarding tlle use
of opium.

IS THE I SE OF OPIUIM INJURIOUS IN COMPARlISON WNVITH
ALCOHIOL '

We now come to two questions as to wlich] there seeiis to
be absolute unanimity: (1) Have you reason to think that
the use of opium, as habitually indulged in by the n<atives,
has injurious consequences in any way corresponding in
degree to tllose produced by the use of alcolhol in the Euro-
pean population? This is answered by a wlhole gamut of
negatives, ranging from the siilple "N o," to phrases in
whiell word is piled upon word to emphasise in every way
the strengtlh of the writers' conlvictioin. Everyone seems
assured that a clhange from opiuImi to alcolhol would be a
change to the infinitely worse. (2) Would the abandonnment
of the use of opium be likely to be followed by excess in the
use of other deleterious drugs or of alcolhol ? This, of course,
is a matter of opinion, but tlmat opinion is, almost absolutely
unanimously that sucll would be the case.

SHALL WE STOP OPIUM?
The question then is Inot " Slhall we stop' opium?" but

slhall we drive. races, accustomed to and demanding somie
form of narcotic stimulant, to substitute for the time-
honoured custom of opium-eating the much more dangerous
vice of indulgence in deleterious compounds, of whicll bliang,
ganja, and alcohol are the chief ?

POLITICAL AND SOCIAL CONSEQUENCES.
Many of our correspondents enter on the wider questions as

to the possibility of stopping the use of opium, and as to the
social and political consequenices whiclh would follow any
attempt to do so. Even already, since the Government lhas
tentatively closed the " muddock and chandu slhops' in
some of the towns, twice the number of unlicensed houses
have sprung into existence, the money formerly paid as
licence going to bribe the police, and all control over them
being lost.
The impossibility of stopping traffic in an article whlich,

from its smallness of bulk and its use by the great mass of
the people, lends itself so readily to contraband trade, is
strongly insisted on by several correspondents, one of whom
summarises tlle results of suppression as " physically, much
distress and disease; politically, mutiny in tlle native army
and disturbances among the civil population." Several of
the returns draw attention to this matter of our lhold over the
country. It seems to be well recognised that the strength of
our position in India depends largely on tlhe fact that the
native races are disunited and wanting in homogeneity: but
it is pointed out with some force that an interference witlh a
widespread and ancient custom like that of opium eating,
which is the comfort and solace of great masses of the popula-
tion, of every caste, of evpry religion, and every nationality,
would provide such a rallying point, such1 a subject of agree-
ment, to these various and at present hopelessly scattered
peoples, as to offer a most dangerous lever to all the forces of
disaffection and sedition with which our Easterni Empire con-
tinually abounds. and would at tlle same time produee pro-
found dissatisfaction in our native army. Dr. Templewright,
civil surgeon, Shaljalianpur, says: " If the lIouse of
Commons is fool enough to abolisli opiumn in India, it will
throw out of work about lialf a million of quiet, respectable

cultivators, wlhile manv millions of natives wlho take a bit of
opiumii as a Briton takes a glass of beer will be ready to
mutiny." The safety and the credit of our rule in India lias
largely depended oIi the liberalitywitlhwhiclhwe lave allowed
the people to retaiin their national and religious customs, and
if ever there was a case in whicll this "let alone policy"
should be continued, it is this of the traffic in opium, inter-
fereince witlh wlieh would quicklyproduce for our confusion a
discointented people: a popular rallying cry dr-awinig togetlher
uinder one banner all races and religionis ; and, in our very
time of need, a discontented army. !Suuli are the opinions of
men on the spot.

The Opium C'ommission sat for the fourth time oln Novem-
ber 2'nd.

Thle Rev. AIr. Phillips, of the London Missionary Society,
said that 90 per cent. of the AMahomedans at ilurshidabad
were addicted to the use of opium. He attributed their
wretched appearance and low morality to this habit. The
witness never heard that opium was a protection from fever.
Jle thought its sale should be prohibited except for medical
purposes, and suggested that a tax on tobacco would sup-
ply the loss of revenue. The next witness, Baboo Sitanatl
Roy, Secretary of the Bengal National Chamber of Commerce,
said the consumption of opium was commuon to all classes in
Bengal, especially in malarial districts. There was a general
impression, bordering on conviction, that its moderate uise
was beneficial, anid tended to prolong life. Not a single
crime could justly be ascribed to it, and its abuse was less
lharmful tlhan tlle abuse of alcolhol. The present monopoly
system worked admirably. The lindians were most unwilling
to submit to additional taxation, and a tax on tobacco would
be univ-ersally (lislikedl. The wretched appearanice of the
people of AMurslhidabad was due to malaria, Inot opiumi.

LABOUR'S DEATH ROLL.
PREVENTABLE ACCIDENTS, FATAL OR DISABLING.

ON Sunday, November 19th, at the Washington AMusic llall,
Battersea, Mr. Jolhn Burns, M.P., lectured to a crowded au-
dience on " Labour's Death Roll," remarking tlhat, altlhough
peace might have her victories as well as war, there was a
sad reverse to the saying. Labour and industry durinig the
last fifty years lhad sent more people to their graves, to lios-
pitals, and to beds of suffering than any war whichl lhad taken
place during the same period; and it was as well, at the end
of a memorable week-which had seen the termination of a
great lock-out and a charter for labour secured by the pas-
sing through Committee of the Employers' Liability Bill-
that they should consider whether, by legislation, by trade
unionism, by medical and sanitary science, the condition of
these workers could not be improved. According to a return
issued on the motion of Sir AWilliam Plowden in 1890, there
were 2,070 deaths and 22,467 injuries in connection witlh
labour. If they added 2,000 for shipping, they lhad a total of
26,537 deaths and injuries. Evidence given before the Labour
Commission showed that the death-rate in many trades had
risen, and from the Hearts of Oak Society lie learned that in
one year they had had 10,094 cases of accident, involving 72
deaths. If that average were maintained througlh tlle whole
8,000.000 of workers, it meant that in one year there were
500,000 accidents which ought to have been reported. The
London Hlospital dealt in one year witlh some 36,000 acci-
denits, and at Poplar Ilospital, situated so near as it was to
the slaughterhouses, accidents were admitted at the rate of
3 per hour per day. In the docks, the amount of suffering
and death through accident was immense, and if the new Act
were properly enforced, 60 per cent. of the accidents now re-
ceived at the London Hospital might be prevented in twelve
months. In the mill sawyer's trade, 397 men out of 2,900, or
10 per cent., were away from work for twenty-six weeks in
one year through accidents. ln the brickmakers, 8 per cent.,
and in the steelmakers 7 per cent. were away for the same
period from similar causes. Having pointed out the manner
in which the men themselves might do somethinig to help
their own cause by an abstinence from drinking and
gambling, whichl produced carelessness, and advocated the
abolition of the 140,00) lalf-timers in Lancashire, Mr.
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Burns said that in thirty years 31,466 miners had been
killed outright, which gave an average of 1,000 per annum;
whilst over 120,000 were injured every year. Was it to be
wondered at they asked for legislative interference ? In
South Wales 280 out of every 1,000 met with accidents every
year, and in Cleveland 1 out of 8 was away three weeks and a-
half through accident. The value of legislation had been
shown in the case of sailors, for where in 1882 1 out of 59
sailors was lost through accident or other causes, the propor-
tion had decreased in 1889 to 1 in 126. On the Manchester
Canal there had been 130 fatal accidents, 1,300 non-fatal, and
165 men permanently disabled. In most cases these men
were engaged by sub-contractors, who had hitherto escaped
liability, but, thanks to the clause introduced into the Bill,
that would not be the case in the future. Continuing, Mr.
Burns dealt with the fearful risks which were run by those
engaged in chemical and alkali works, and, with regard to the
white lead and enamel works, he pointed out that most of the
labour was done by women and girls, under conditions which
had been tolerated too long, and which ought to be termi-
nated at once. He would abolish female labour in these
trades. In the eighteen years from 1874 to 1893, 12,000 had
been killed and 160,000 injured on the railways of the
kingdom. In seven years 1,220 of 14,000 shunters and brakes-
men were killed, and 11,000 injured on their railways, which
ment that 80 per cent. could look forward to being killed or
severely injured in seven years. These were not the men who
asked for contracting out. It was such men as stationmasters,
of whom 1 out of 1,738 was killed, and 1 in 993 injured-not
the shunter, of whom in 1892 1 in 164 was killed and 1 in 16
injured. In conclusion, the hon. member dealt with the
North-Western Company, which contracted out, and com-
pared their official returns with those of the Midland, which
did not, proving by the figures that just in proportion as
contracting out prevailed, so fatal accidents and injuries in-
creased.
A short discussion followed, and Mr. Burns was-accorded a

hearty vote of thanks.

THE SANITATION OF POTTERY AND CEMENT WORKS.
The above subject formed Dr. Arlidge's theme in his

lecture at the Sanitary Institute on the Sanitation of In-
dustries. Dr. Arlidge, who has a very exceptional know-
ledge of this subject, treated it in a masterly fashion.
Pottery stands nearly at the head of the list of unhealthy

occupations, and it employs a large number of artisans. The
so-called clay used in pottery is very rich in silica, the
minute angular particles of which are the chief source of the
respiratory troubles occurring in potters. The earlier effects
of inhalation of this silica are commonly taken as an un-
avoidable incident of the calling, and little attention is paid
to them. As time goes on chronic bronchitis and emphy-
sema occur, the fully-developed disease being known as
potters' asthma or potters' consumption. Occasionally true
true phthisis may be superadded.
The process of rubbing the ware with sandpaper, or some

substitute, has in the past been a chief cause of disease, but
the simple plan of doing this work in a nearly enclosed box,
provided with a strong current of air, has rendered this
dusty process nearly innocuous. There is little doubt that,
as the result of this improvement, the next decade's occupa-
tional statistics will show great improvement in the returns
for potters. The women engaged as china scourers now suffer
more than any others in the pottery industry from the effects
of dust.
The glazing operations, involving the use of lead in the

glaze, introduce the danger of lead poisoning. As the glaze
dries with great rapidity, a fine and easily diffusible coating
of dust is produced. It may be hoped that the efforts now
being promoted by the Home Office and the factory inspec-
tors, will either abolish the use of lead in glazes, or sanction
the use of fused lead glaze only, without the usual addition
of raw white lead.
The hygienic measures available in the prevention of

potters' diseases are efficient ventilation of workrooms, with
appliances, such as extracting fans, for removing dust from
the point at which it is generated.
The number employed in cement works is, fortunately,

comparatively small. In the manufacture of cement clay is

ground in a mill. Then the necessary proportions of flint and
lime are added and worked up together with water. The
mass is spread over the floor of chambers, in which it is dried,
the resiciual dry cement being removed by shovels. This
process is very dusty, though less so than the subsequent
operation of grinding. The dust is very irritating. It pro-
duces ulceration and a partial destruction of the septum nasi.
Owing to the affinity of the dust for water, most of it is inter-
rupted before it reaches the lungs, though in course of time
the lungs may become injured.
In both these industries it is sad to find that Dr. Arlidge's

experience confirms the statements of factory inspectors,
that workpeople will not wear respirators as a protection
against dust. There is reason to believe that the interference
with talk (especially among workwomen) is as much a cause
of this unwillingness as the impediment to free respiration.
With the spread of education and a fuller realisation of the
dangers attending dusty occupations, improvement may be
expected in this respect as well as in the uncleanliness,
which is a chief cause of lead poisoning among potters.

SMALL-POX IN ENGLAND.
ONLY 20 cases of small-pox were last week admitted to hos-
pital in London, against 30 and 52 in the two precedingweeks; the disease caused 1 death, and 151 cases remained
under treatment on Saturday. One death also occurred in
West Ham, where some half-dozen fresh attacks were heard
of. In East Ham, 5 cases were reported last month, and- a
like number in the rural parishes round Halstead. Two
deaths were registered in Bristol last week, where many cases
were reported, the disease having also reached Bath. In the
midland districts, small-pox still gives ground for much
anxiety in Birmingham; up to the afternoon of Thursday in
last week, 94 patients had been admitted to hospital, 20 going
in on Tuesday; the number in the building was then 189; 5
new cases occurred that day, and whilst 4 deaths were regis-
tered last week, the new attacks averaged some 10 per diem.
The sheds in the stoneyard owned by the guardians have
been lent to the city', and are being lined with wood
and felt for use as isolation wards. It is hoped thus to
tide over the epidemic. Meanwhile we read that the
Local Government Board have refused sanction to a loan for
a temporary small-pox hospital in 'Aston Manor Local Board
district, where some dozen cases cropped up last week, whilst
the disease was also present in the adjacent towns of Smeth-
wick and Handsworth. In Walsall numerous claims are
being made on the guardians for relief by persons in whose
families small-pox has appeared, the disease last week con-
tinuing to make progress at the rate of its daily average of 7
cases during many weeks past, 300 cases having occurred
during the seven weeks ended last Saturday. At Kidder-
minster, a case in the workhouse was removed to the borough
hospital, and 5 other doubtful cases were isolated in a
detached Poor-law building. Four or 5 cases remained
under treatment in Leicester, where a death was registered;
and in Derbyshire the disease still prevails round Chesterfield.
In Oldham 1 or 2 attacks and 1 death were recorded; 1 death
was registered at Leeds, and 8 deaths at Bradford, where the
same number of fresh cases' occurred on Tuesday of last week,
during the whole of which some half-hundred attacks were
noted. The Sanitary Committee have been at a loss to know
how to proceed in regard of infected families,'and have re-
solved to place in quarantine all houses in which small-pox
has appeared or in which persons have been :exposed to in-
fection, necessaries of life being supplied at public cost, and
a system of police espionage being arranged for.

THE CHOLERA.
THE epidemic, which has been prevailing at Santa Cruz,
Teneriffe, since mid-October, has now been declared by Dr.
Mendoza, the Spanish Government medical inspector, to be
Asiatic cholera. Spain has accordingly placed all arrivals
thence under a quarantine of ten days' duration.
Thanksgiving services have been held at Moscow on account

of-the disappeance of cholera from the city. In St. Petersburg
there were 46 cases, with 21 deaths, in the week ended at
noon on November 15th. Of the provinces, Volhynia, Kieff,
and Tchernigoff seem now to be most heavily invaded.


